William A Thompson IV is a pianist, composer, band director, choir director and educator. As a professional musician he comes from the jazz tradition His unique music has attracted the attention of media to include NPR's "All Things Considered" and the BBC to name a few. Thompson recieved his B.A. from the University of New Orleans, where he would receive the honorable Basin Street Award. There Thompson absorbed much information from masters such as Edward Petersen and Steve Masakowski.
Additionally William served in the La Army National and was trained as a counter intelligence agent. After being in the millitary for a short time he recieved his status as a Non-Commissioned Officer. In 2004 Thompson was deployed to Iraq. There Thompson began to draw from his experiences as a soldier to record, produce and release the first record of all time released from a combat theater, Baghdad Music Journal. Here Thompson's intent from the beginning was to present an unbiased view through music of one soldier's experience in war. It is the first music composed by a soldier to be released while that soldier was still in the combat zone. It is a musical personification of one soldiers experience in war and includes "sampled" found sounds like Arabic dialogue and other "war sounds", which were transcribed and arranged in a modern compositional method not unlike that found in classical music.
Since retuning form Iraq Thompson found himself back in Mississippi living in it's capitol city and performing again as a jazz pianist. Additionally he began to follow in another family traditon, education, becoming certifed to teach music. His first teaching possition was gerneral music teacher and chior director at Holy Child Jesus School in Canton Ms where he became fluent in southern gospel music and lead and accompanied for an eighty member award winning gospel choir called the Sister Thea Bowman Memorial Choir. Shortly thereafter Thompson was employed by the Jackson Public School District. In this full time position he fostered the development of close to 500 inner city students in musical and personal development. In addition Thompson also served as the school's choir director. Serving in this position, he single handedly rehearsed an 80 member choir daily and coordinated dozens of performances in the community throughout the school year. 

 

 

