Upper School Dress Code 2011-12

The purpose of the dress code is to establish guidelines for appropriate dress while allowing for ample freedom of expression.  We expect Upper School students to make thoughtful choices in apparel, mindful of how their appearance shapes the way others see them. 

A student who chooses not to abide by the dress code can expect to receive a discipline report. In the case of flagrant or repeated violations, a student may not be permitted to attend classes until a violation is corrected.  Should the dress code raise questions as to what is and what is not acceptable, a definitive response may be received from the Head or Asst. Head of Upper School.

So that we may get on with the real work of the school, which is education, we ask everyone’s support in complying with this dress code.
GENERAL MODESTY

· Skin between the neck and legs must be concealed at all times. 

· No visible underwear or bras.

HAIR

· clean and well-groomed       

· not covering the eyes

· no facial hair

SHIRTS, SWEATERS & SWEATSHIRTS

· any St. Martin’s t-shirts       

· collared “Polo”  shirts

· no sleeveless tops

· sweatshirts purchased in the St. Martin’s bookstore

· solid, plain sweatshirts (no writing)

· college sweatshirts and t-shirts with only the name of the college on the front (SENIORS ONLY)

No writing or pictures are allowed on shirts.  “No sleeveless tops” means that there must be something circling the neck and covering the shoulders.  Any shirt cut like a T-shirt is defined as a T-shirt regardless of seams or brand.  Sweatshirts with or without hoods are acceptable, but hoods may not be worn in the buildings.  

PANTS

· chinos and similar styles

· dress slacks

· jeans without tears, holes or frayed edges

· capri pants (girls)

Slacks must fit appropriately–no sagging.  No athletic/sweat or camouflage pants are permitted.  No tears, holes, or worn spots are allowed. 

SHORTS

· walking shorts, no shorter than 3” above the knee; no resort, camouflage, cut-offs or athletic shorts  

DRESSES & SKIRTS

· no shorter than 3” above the knee, even when wearing leggings underneath

· no sleeveless dresses 

SHOES

· closed-toed dress shoes

· plain athletic shoes

· open-toed shoes and sandals with restrictions

· no beach flip-flops

Restrictions on open-toed shoes:   “Flip-flops” decorated with sequins, diamonds or otherwise designed not to get wet are permissible.  Any sandal with a strap across the back is permissible.

 ACCESSORIES

· simple and few in number

· earrings are allowed   

· no visible body-piercing jewelry 

· no visible tattoos

· Hats and sunglasses may not be worn inside.

· No chains, spiked collars, etc. are permitted.

 ATHLETIC WEAR

· Coaches shall determine appropriate athletic wear for their team members.

· PE teachers shall prescribe outfits for those classes.

· Boxers are not permitted to be worn for any sport practice or game.

· Instead of boxers, male athletes shall wear appropriate undergarments, such as jock straps, compression shorts, or athletic briefs. 

Special club or team t-shirts may be worn on days designated by the Head of Upper School.  The coach or faculty sponsor must request such special apparel days.

DRESS-UP DAYS

There are a number of special days during the school year which call for dress-up attire.  These might include special chapel services, and traditional ceremonial days such as Matriculation, Ring Day, etc.  On these days, students are expected to dress in very nice, conservative, dressy attire. 

For young men this means:

· dress slacks

· dress shirt, buttoned to the top and at the collar, fully tucked in

· solid-colored undershirt if necessary

· dress (non-white, non athletic) socks

· dress shoes (no athletic shoes)

· clean-shaven (as always)

· nice belt

· sport coat or suit jacket & tie

· All attire should be conservatively colored.

· no sweatshirts, fleece or other casual outergarments 

· All items must be within dress code guidelines for regular school days. (No hats or printed material on shirts, for example.)

For young women, dress-up means:

· dressy shoes  (On dress-up days only, women’s dress shoes may be backless.)

· nice, appropriate dress or skirt and blouse OR

· pants suit OR

· dressy, non-denim pants with nice blouse

· no leggings

· no sweatshirts, fleece or other casual outergarments

· All items must be within dress code guidelines.  

· no sweatshirt fabric 
EXAMPLES:

Dress-Up Day --------------
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Regular Day -------------------
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