Expectations regarding library skills of Upper School students include further refinement of search strategies and more sophisticated use of resources, more experience with online searching with an emphasis on academic database-use, the evaluation of websites, and an introduction to university libraries. In August of each year, all new students and freshmen participate in library orientation, after which library skills are presented within the context of library projects in each discipline. The initial skills lessons are scheduled visits in which appropriate reference sources are taught. Pleasure-reading is encouraged in the Upper School by providing such reading-incentive programs as author visits and the Free-choice Summer Reading Program in which each school year begins with informal student book discussion groups. The skill-sets taught in the Martin Family Library are selected to ensure that St. Martin’s students will be well prepared for their college experience by emphasizing Reading, Research skills, and Responsible and skilled use of technology.
