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STM Community Summer Reading Book 2009  

Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson.  Having drifted into an impoverished Pakistan village after getting lost on a mountain-climbing expedition, Greg spends the next decade building schools to fulfill his promise to the villagers who had overwhelmed him with their kindness.  Suggestion: Read and share with your children since this book will be discussed throughout the year in all disciplines.

Professional and Parent Resources

Gardner, Howard.  Multiple Intelligences; New Horizons in Theory and Practice
 (Faculty Summer Reading 2009)

A thorough and current account of the theory and application of Multiple Intelligences—the powerful notion that, rather than simply one IQ, there are separate human capacities, including musical, linguistic, spatial, logical-mathematical, bodily-kinesthetic, inter- and intra-personal intelligences, and the intelligence involved in self-understanding.

Pink, Daniel.  A Whole New Mind (Faculty Summer Reading Book 2008)


Explores how the business world is changing in the twenty-first century, becoming more "right-brain" based, emphasizing creativity and artistic expression. 

Pope, Loren.  The Colleges That Change Lives

Profiles forty colleges chosen for their proven ability to develop potential, values, initiative, and risk-taking in a wide range of students.

Stigler, James W. and James Hiebert.  The Teaching Gap

A comparison of teaching methods in different cultures and their implications for the improvement of American classroom teaching.

Walsh, David.  No; Why Kids— of All Ages—Need to Hear It and Ways Parents

Can Say It


Explains the importance of telling children "no" and offers parents practical suggestions on how they can learn to say "no" more often and improve their disciplinary skills and their child's response to it.

Faculty Favorites/Students’ Pleasure Reading

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel. One Hundred Years of Solitude

The rise and fall, birth and death of the mythical town of Macondo as told through the history of the Buendía family.

Gruen, Sara.  Water for Elephants

Ninety-year-old Jacob Jankowski finds himself haunted by memories of his past in the circus and the freaks, exotic animals, and other people he encountered as a performer.

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Namesake

A young man born of Indian parents in America struggles with issues of identity from his teens to his thirties.

Rushdie, Salman. Haroun and the Sea of Stories

The tale of a son who tries to rescue his father, a professional storyteller, and return his "Gift of Gab."

Shakespeare, William. Macbeth

William Shakespeare's classic tragedy about Macbeth and his wife, who plot to kill the king and his heirs in order to seize the crown of Scotland.

Sijie, Dai.  Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Two boys, moved to the country for "re-education" as part of Mao's Cultural Revolution, find little to amuse them, but things change when they discover a stash of Western classics in Chinese translation and use the stories of Balzac to capture the attention of the beautiful daughter of the local tailor.

Williams, Tennessee. Streetcar Named Desire

The New Orleans classic in which Blanche DuBois, a haggard and fragile southern beauty finds her pathetic last grasp at happiness cruelly destroyed in large part by her brother-in-law Stanley Kowalski.

