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“BestBooks for YoungAdults” &  Award-Winners

Adiga, Aravind.  The White Tiger.  (Man Booker Prize)                                          Balram Halwai is educated in the art of corruption when he is hired as the driver for the wealthiest man in his village in India, by witnessing his employers bribe and barter through his rear view mirror.
Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian.                          Junior leaves the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white high school, where the only other Native American is the school mascot. Is he choosing his own destiny or betraying his heritage?  (2007 National Book Award)

Beah, Ishmael. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
A former child soldier in Sierra Leone recalls the heart-wrenching experiences that transformed him from an innocent twelve-year-old into a cold-blooded killer.

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games.                                                                              In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss’s skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister’s place.                                                                                                        

De la Pena, Matt.  Mexican WhiteBoy.
Biracial Danny Lopez doesn’t think he fits anywhere. He feels like an outsider with his Mexican father’s family and at his mostly white school, and he wonders if his confusion drove his father away. He also struggles with his obsession for baseball; a gifted player with a blazing fastball, he lacks control of his game. With the support of a new friend and his caring cousins, Danny begins to deal with the multitude of problems in his life Danny’s struggle to find his place will speak strongly to all teens.

Dowd, Siobhan. Bog Child.

While cutting peat in the Irish hills, Fergus McCann and his uncle discover a body preserved by the bog. Archaeologists and politicians fight over the find, while Fergus starts to dream about the past of the bog child he names “Mel.”
 Downham, Jenny. Before I Die.                                                                                   Tessa, who has terminal cancer, creates a list of ten things she wants to do in the months she has left to live. This fierce and devastating novel explores end-of-life realities with honesty and grace.

Fletcher, Christine. Ten Cents a Dance.                                                              With her mother ill, it’s up to fifteen-year-old Ruby Jacinski to support her family. But in the 1940s, the only opportunities open to a Polish-American girl from Chicago’s poor Yards is a job in one of the meat packing plants. Drawn deep into the world of dance halls, jazz, and the mob, Ruby gradually realizes that the only one who can save her is herself.  

Hemphill, Stephanie. Your Own, Sylvia: A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath.                 Most people know little about Plath’s biography apart from its tragic ending. Appropriately, this powerful portrait uses verse to shed light on the life of the gifted poet. A 2008 Printz Honor book.               

Jones, Lloyd. Mister Pip.                                                                                                    In the midst of guerrilla warfare, fourteen-year-old Matilda attends school to hear Mr. Watts, the only white inhabitant on her Pacific island, read from Dickens’ Great Expectations.

Landy, Derek. Skulduggery Pleasant.                                                                          When Stephanie inherits her uncle’s’ estate, she also inherits his best friend: a walking, talking, crime-fighting skeleton. 

Matthiessen, Peter.  Shadow Country.(National Book Award)                                         A rewriting of the author's three novels about entrepreneur and outlaw Edgar J. Watson, who moved into the Florida Everglades to build a sugar plantation at the end of the nineteenth century and was rumored to be a cold-blooded killer, and his descendants.

Peet, Mal. Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal.                             This sweeping thriller moves between World War II and the present day as fifteen-year-old Tamar uncovers her grandfather’s hidden past as a spy in the Netherlands. 

Polly, Matthew. American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Buddhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron Crotch: An Odyssey in the New China.                                                            On a quest to transform himself from a scrawny weakling into a kung-fu master, Polly drops out of Princeton and journeys to the legendary Shaolin Temple.

Selznick, Brian. The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel.                                Combining words and black-and-white pictures inspired by silent films, Selznick reveals the connections between a Parisian orphan and an elderly toymaker. The 2008 Caldecott Medal winner.

Tan, Shaun. The Arrival.                                                                                             Without a single word, Tan’s extraordinary images express the loneliness, sadness, anxiety, and wonder of the immigration experience. 

OTHER FUN READS!

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Wintergirls.


Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder.

Clare, Cassandra. City of Bones.


Suddenly able to see demons and the Shadowhunters who are dedicated to returning them to their own dimensions, fifteen-year-old Clary Fray is drawn into this bizarre world when her mother disappears and Clary herself is almost killed by a monster.

______________.  City of Ashes.


Sixteen-year-old Clary continues trying to make sense of the swiftly changing events and relationships in her life as she becomes further involved with the Shadowhunters and their pursuit of demons, and she discovers some terrifying truths about her parents, her brother Jace, and her boyfriend Simon.

Colfer, Eoin.  The Artemis Fowl series.  

This series is a fantasy that is racy, playful, and very funny. Its battle of wits and high-tech gadgetry segments keep readers dangling until the end!

Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard Book.  

Nobody “Bod” Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been raised by ghosts and other denizens of the graveyard.

Grahame-Smith, Seth.  Pride and Prejudice and Zombies.


An adaptation of "Pride and Prejudice," in which Meryton is overrun with zombies and Elizabeth Bennet does what must be done to rid the world of the flesh-eating fiends, but she is distracted by the arrival of Mr. Darcy, a rich man who harbors an air of arrogance.

Gruen, Sara.  Water for Elephants.


Ninety-year-old Jacob Jankowski finds himself haunted by memories of his past in the circus and the freaks, exotic animals, and other people he encountered as a performer. A compelling glimpse of Americana becomes an enchanting escapist fairy tale.

Henderson, Lauren.  Kiss Me Kill Me.


Longing to be part of the in-crowd at her exclusive London school, orphaned, sixteen-year-old Scarlett, a trained gymnast, eagerly accepts an invitation to a party whose disastrous outcome changes her life forever.

Hunter, Erin.  The Warriors series. 


This action-packed fantasy/adventure series in which warrior cats rule the wild is certain to please all its readers.

Kadohata, Cynthia.  Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam.

Cracker is one of the United States Army’s most valuable weapons…she is a German shepherd trained to sniff out bombs, traps, and the enemy.


Lloyd, Saci.  The Carbon Diaries 2015.


In 2015, when England becomes the first nation to introduce carbon dioxide rationing in a drastic bid to combat climate change, sixteen-year-old Laura documents the first year of rationing as her family spirals out of control.

Lockhart, E.  The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks. 


Frankie Landau-Banks attempts to take over a secret, all-male society at her exclusive prep school, and her antics with the group soon draw some unlikely attention and have unexpected consequences that could change her life forever.

Meyer, Stephenie.   Twilight series.  Teen readers have been captivated by this riveting vampire saga. Titles include: Twilight, New Moon, Eclipse, and Breaking Dawn. 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Sunrise Over Fallujah.


Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs Battalion, and his time there profoundly changes him.

Resau, Laura.  Red Glass.


Sixteen-year-old Sophie has been frail and delicate since her premature birth, but discovers her true strength during a journey through Mexico, where the six-year-old orphan her family hopes to adopt was born, and to Guatemala, where her would-be boyfriend hopes to find his mother and plans to remain.

Riordan, Rick.  The Last Olympian.  

Book 5 of the Percy Jackson & The Olympians series. In this momentous final book the long-awaited prophecy surrounding Percy’s sixteenth birthday unfolds. Other titles in the series are The Lightining Thief, The Sea of Monsters, The Titan’s Curse, and The Battle of the Labyrinth.

Shull, Megan.  Amazing Grace.


Teen superstar Grace Kincaid telephones her mother that she wants out of the multi-million dollar endorsements and celebrity, and soon she finds herself in hiding with a new name and a new identity.

Werlin, Nancy.  Impossible.


When seventeen-year-old Lucy discovers her family is under an ancient curse by an evil Elfin Knight, she realizes that she must perform three impossible tasks before her daughter is born to break the curse and to save them both.

Westerfeld, Scott.  Extras; Uglies; Pretties; Specials. 

This engrossing futuristic series is thought-provoking and an absolute favorite with teens. It follows the high-tech adventures of Tally Youngblood who works to take down a society created to function with perfect-looking people who never have a chance to think for themselves.  

DON’T FORGET THE CLASSICS…OLD AND NEW!

Alcott, Louisa May.  Little Women. and  Little Men.
Alvarez, Julia.  How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents.

Bronte, Charlotte.  Jane Eyre.
Cormier, Robert.  The Chocolate War.

Dickens, Charles.  Great Expectations.

Faulkner, William.  The Reivers. 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  Six Tales of the Jazz Age and Other Stories.

Gaines, Ernest.  The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman.  

Hemingway, Ernest.  The Sun Also Rises.

Huxley, Aldous.  Brave New World.

Kipling, Rudyard. The Jungle Book.

L’Engle, Madeleine.  The Arm of the Starfish.

McCullers, Carson.  Member of the Wedding.

Morrison, Toni.  Beloved.

Orwell, George.  Animal Farm.

Paton, Alan.  Cry, the Beloved Country.

Steinbeck, John.  The Red Pony.

Tolkien, J.R.R.  The Hobbit. and The Lord of the Rings.

Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

Walker, Alice.  The Color Purple.

