Summer Reading in English I

We have designed a reading-writing learning experience that will allow students to read at any time during the summer and complete the required journal entries.  Journals will be collected the first day of class and read for the quality of content.  The novel will be discussed in class, and the topic for the first major paper will be taken from this work.  It is imperative for you to complete the assignment, since this novel is an integral part of the course.

Listed below are the writing topics for the journal entries.  You will be completing a double entry journal.  ALL JOURNALS MUST BE TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED.  You must select 2 quotations from the novel for the topics 1-4 only.  Topics 5 and 6 do not need quotations, since they are creative responses.  On the left page, you must complete the following for each of the quotations:

1. Type the quotation

2. Give the page number for the quotation

3. Give the name of the speaker (it may be a descriptive passage)

4. Describe, in on e sentence, the situation (what has happened or is happening)

5. In 1-2 sentences, explain the quotation in your own words.

On the right page, respond to the quotations and the topic with specific personal reaction s to the characters and/or themes relate to the topic.  You are not to give a summary of the plot.  Each response must be at least one page, typed.  Give the date for the entry at the top of the page.  Be sure you spell check and read your response out loud to check for punctuation and usage errors.
ONLY on your title page, please use the following heading on the left-hand side of the page:

Your name

English teacher’s name

Assignment title

Date (ex. August 17, 2006)
The following is a diagram of the format for the double entry journal (do not use a table to do this on one page, however.  EACH IS A SEPARATE PAGE!):

	Left Page
	Right Page

	Quotation #1

Page number, speaker, situation, paraphrase

Quotation #2

Page number, speaker, situation, paraphrase


	                                                 date

Response (one full page)


Topics for the double entry journal (on the left page of the entry, use 2 quotations for each topic to support the one-page response on the right page):

1. What makes Sandra Cisneros’s writing style different from other works you have read?

2. Look up the words “feminist,” “machismo” and “confrontational.”  These words, among others, have been used to describe characters or topics in Cisneros’s writing.  Do you agree with any or all of these descriptions?  Why or why not?  How would you describe her writing?

3. Which traditions, ceremonies or values does Cisneros describe that set her culture apart and make it unique from other cultures in the U.S.?

4. Choose similes and/or metaphors from two vignettes you thing best express the main idea of the vignette or that best describe Esperanza.  Explain the meaning of the metaphors and/or similes and your reasons for choosing them.

Creative responses (No quotations on a left page are needed; these should be at least a page long also):

5. After rereading the vignette “My Name,” write about your own name.  Model Cisneros’s style of writing, giving descriptions of what your name sounds like, looks like, what number it is, etc.

6. In every vignette in this novel, Esperanza learns some kind of lesson about life.  Choose a vignette you like and model it, writing your own vignette about a life lesson you have learned or a meaningful experience you have had.  Emulate Cisneros’s style, giving description while telling your story.  State the name of the vignette you choose to model, and title your own vignette as well.

