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PLEASE NOTE:

*All Honors and AP Courses Require Departmental Recommendation.*
*All students enrolled in an AP course are expected to take the 
College Board AP exam in May.*

the Arts:
Visual Arts

Art I- Foundations of Art (9-12)

Prerequisite: none

Semester or Year

The first semester in Art I is focused on developing the student’s design and drawing skills. During the second semester, students will explore painting and sculpture.   Class projects are presented to the class for critique. This is primarily a studio class but students do artist research and are quizzed on some technical information.

Honors Art
Prerequisite:  Art I and permission of the instructor

Semester

Honors coursework includes student’s developing a sketchbook/journal with a variety of structured assignments and independent work.  Students will also complete several additional studio projects where they learn to work independently.  They will also pursue additional art history research beyond what is part of the regular studio class. 

Art II

Prerequisite:  One semester of Art I

Semester courses

In all Art II courses students will pursue artist research specific to the discipline chosen.

FIRST SEMESTER

CERAMICS   Students will be introduced to basic hand building techniques such as pinching, coiling and slab building through a variety of functional and sculptural projects.  They will then progress to learning the basics of throwing on the wheel.  Students will learn how to throw basic forms as well as how to alter forms to make creative projects. 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY Digital Photography offers students a general course in the fundamentals of Photography. Students study the various functions of a DSLR camera, lenses and photo editing software.  Different uses of photography will be explored during the spring semester including: portraiture, still life, nature, and digital composites, multimedia projects and alternative printing techniques. 

PAINTING   The painting course is designed to develop skills primarily in painting. But, drawing will also be emphasized particularly during still life painting. Realism, abstraction and non-objective concepts will be explored. Subject matter will include nature and still life.   Students will expand their knowledge of color theory, and develop a vocabulary of painting techniques. Acrylic paint will be used. 

SECOND SEMESTER

CERAMICS   Students will continue to improve their skills on the wheel as well as progress to more complex and technically demanding hand built projects.  Sculptural work will be explored in the second semester of ceramics.

FIBERS    Students will learn textile techniques such as fabric painting and sewing to create art.

AP STUDIO ART

Prerequisite:  Permission of the instructor

Year long course

Students must develop a drawing, two-dimensional design, or three dimensional design portfolio of 22-24 finished pieces.

Performing Arts

Band (Grades 9-12)

Pre-requisite: none

Year Long Course

This elective reserved for students who have had previous training in a formal band class either from St. Martin's Middle School or another band class with an accredited program.  Students will continue to work on the technical aspects of playing their instruments and performing.  There will be a required performance for both the Christmas and Spring programs.  There may also be occasional performances that will be required with advance notice of dates and times.

Theater I (Grades 9-12)

Pre-requisite: none

Semester Course

This class will introduce students to the theatrical process.  Students will discover their value as performers as well as gain respect for the amount of work involved when putting on a production.  The class will be an overview of the history of theatre as well as a look at the elements of theatre specifically: acting and technical theatre.  With these elements the students will learn basic acting techniques such as acting for Shakespeare, method acting, improvisation and pantomime.  Also, in the area of technical theatre, the students will learn how to properly use stage equipment, build basic scenery units, as well as research and design for such areas as scenery, costumes, or lighting.  Projects will be coordinated to practically support (but not be limited to) the main stage productions.  Some limited hours outside of class time will be required.
Theater II, Fundamentals of Theatrical Design (Grades 10-12) 

Prerequisite: Theater I or equivalent class from another school

Semester Course

The Fundamentals of Theatrical Design course is designed to give students interested in the theatrical arts an opportunity to explore and expand their basic knowledge and appreciation of the design elements and process required to produce a theatrical production from the viewpoint of a Scenic/Lighting Designer and his/her staff.  Students enrolled in the course will gain skills in the observation, evaluation, and implementation of design for theatre.  Exploration into the aspects of design such as period style, art history, and collaborative, project based thinking will be a key part of daily classroom discussions.   All design projects will be realized and the students will display their projects to the student body and the St. Martin’s community in an open forum to the public.  The students will be asked to present each piece and explain their artistic process and field questions from the audience.  Text may be required. 

Film Studies (Grades 11-12) (tentative offering for 2010-2011)

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

Film Studies may be counted as an elective. The course provides the fundamentals of film viewing and media literacy, including the importance of visual communication as well as critical analysis of mass media images and entire films.  It includes the understanding of film history, production, directors and the various film mediums and genres.  The study of film, including note taking skills, research projects, group presentations, use of technology and outside viewing opportunities will develop the students’ media literacy skills and their role as an informed receiver of mass media and film images.

Speech and Debate I (Grades 9-12)  (tentative offering for 2010-2011)

Pre-requisite:  none
Year-Long Course

Speech and Debate I is a course for students who want to learn to think clearly and express themselves effectively before an audience, and prepares students for college and their careers. Students are provided opportunities to increase their fluency as a speaker, and develop their self-confidence. The course covers multiple aspects of public speaking and gives the student practical experience through participation. The course introduces the beginning speech student to a study of poise, use of body and voice, public speaking, oral interpretation of literature, and beginning argumentation. This is not a speech correction class. No text required.

English

English I

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

English I functions as an introduction to literature and therefore includes a study of various literary genres:  short stories, poetry, the novel, nonfiction, and drama.  The course also includes a study of the Bible as literature and the Odyssey.  The writing component includes analytical essays, personal response essays, creative writing, and journals.  A review of the basic principles of grammar is included as well.  Student-led discussions and presentations using technology are important components of developing competence as speakers and leaders.

English II

Pre-requisite: English I

Year-Long Course

English II focuses on American literature from the Puritans to the modern times, including several novels, dramas, short stories, poems and essays.  Composition is the other major component of the course, including both expository and creative writing.  Papers of literary analysis accompany most literature units.  Grammar review and vocabulary instruction are also elements of the curriculum.  Student-led discussions and presentations using technology are important components of developing competence as speakers and leaders.

Honors English II 
Pre-requisite: formal application and departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

Honors English II includes the study of American literature from the Puritans to the modern times including several novels, dramas, short stories, poetry and essays.  Composition is the other major component of the course, including both expository and creative writing.  Students begin to blend literary criticism into their analytical writing.  Grammar review and vocabulary instruction are also elements of the curriculum.  Student-led discussions and presentations using technology are important components of developing competence as speakers and leaders.
English III

Pre-requisite: English II or Honors II 

Year-Long Course

English III surveys representative Anglophone literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the present.  During the year, students read at least three major British novels, one of their own choice.  Students learn test-taking techniques through exercises on the SAT and ACT and through vocabulary in the context of literature.  Grammar is taught using the students’ writing, with emphasis on specific problem areas.  In addition to a number of writing assignments, students compose a research paper incorporating primary and secondary sources on a topic of their choice relating to the novels they have chosen to read.  Students employ technology in conducting research and in producing enrichment PowerPoint presentations for their classmates.

AP English III 

Pre-requisite: formal application and departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

AP English III surveys representative Anglophone literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the present.  The students usually read 6 major British novels, 2 plays, and one lengthy work of nonfiction.  Students learn test-taking techniques through exercises on the ACT and SAT and through vocabulary in the context of literature.  Grammar is taught using the students’ writing, with emphasis on specific problem areas.  Students complete a non-fiction independent study project as well as a research paper on a work of fiction, incorporating primary and secondary sources on a topic of their choice.  Other writing includes essays of literary analysis, personal essays, narratives, and poetry.  Students employ technology in conducting research and in producing enrichment PowerPoint presentations for their classmates.  AP students read more selections and discuss in greater depth than students in regular classes.  They also take more responsibility for the leadership of the class.  These students take the Advanced Placement Language and Composition Exam in May.

English IV

Pre-requisite: English III or AP III 

Year-Long Course

English IV presents selected masterpieces of world literature chronologically from the Greeks to the present in the first semester.  The second semester narrows the literary focus to texts from specific cultures around the world and is set up on an elective basis.  Electives are Russian literature, Latin American literature, Native American literature.  The literature provides the subject matter for work in composition designed to prepare students for college writing assignments.  Students employ technology in conducting research and in producing enrichment PowerPoint presentations for their classmates.

AP English IV and Honors Humanities (Grade 12)
Pre-requisite: formal application and departmental recommendation 

Year-Long Course

AP/Humanities is a team-taught, interdisciplinary course which examines the historical, philosophical and cultural development of western civilization in the first semester and non-western civilizations in the second semester.  We attempt to establish paradigms, understand the weltanschauung, interrelate the disciplines, determine the “progress” from the previous age, and identify the current relevance of information and ideas.  This course is taught on a college freshman level and includes a research paper on a work of fiction, incorporating primary and secondary sources on a topic of their choice.  Students employ technology in conducting research and in producing enrichment PowerPoint presentations for their classmates.  AP students read more selections and discuss in greater depth than students in regular classes.  They also take more responsibility for the leadership of the class; participation, including regular contributions to our web-based forum, comprises a large portion of a student’s average.  These students take the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition Exam in May.

Creative Writing (Grades 9-12)

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

Creative Writing may be counted as a fine arts credit.  Students read and write poetry, short stories, one act plays, personal narratives, parodies, etc.  The course progresses from simple writing exercises, designed to sensitize students to the wonder and power of words, to complete short stories in the first semester, poems in the third quarter, and a choice of genres in the last quarter.  All students will be encouraged to submit their best pieces to The Lyre or, when appropriate, The Halo.

Journalism (Grades 9-12)   (tentative offering for 2010-2011)
Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

Journalism may be counted as an elective.  Journalism is the study of the fundamentals of newspaper writing and editing, including interviewing, news writing and analysis, opinions, entertainment, reviews, features and sports.  The study of newspaper production, including layout, desktop publishing and photography will emphasize working as a team, meeting deadlines and adhering to ethical standards of print media.  Students will apply these skills to produce the school newspaper, The Halo.

Foreign Languages:
French
French I

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

This course is designed to serve the needs of students new to St. Martin’s who have no previous background in French, of students who need remedial work in French from grades seven or eight at St. Martin’s, and of students who wish to switch to French from another language.  An oral-aural introduction to the basic elements of grammar and pronunciation begins the year of study.  Students develop the four basic skills of listening, speaking, writing, and reading.  Increasing emphasis is made on grammatical precision.  It is the intent to instill as quickly as possible self-confidence in using the language and a desire to speak it.

French II

Pre-requisite: French I

Year-Long Course

French II provides a review of the material covered in French I while the students complete the study of basic French grammar. The development of the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing is emphasized.  The text, tape materials, the teacher, and selected graded readings reinforce these skills.  Students are introduced to the literature, the arts and various other facets of French culture.

French III or Honors III 
Pre-requisite: French II

Year-Long Course

This curriculum of this course is designed to develop further proficiency in the four language skills, while introducing the student to the culture and literature of France.  The course includes selected readings, grammar review, acquisition of new idiomatic forms, and structured conversation.  The student is also required to do a limited amount of outside reading.

French IV or Honors IV 
Pre-requisite: French III or Honors III 

Year-Long Course

French IV consists of advanced language training through a systematic study of French literature and culture.  Language skills are further developed by means of workbooks, compositions, and class discussions.  Techniques of literary appreciation are explored both orally and in written form.  More outside reading is required of students than in previous courses to give a better understanding of the literary genres.

AP French V 

Pre-requisite: French IV or Honors IV 

Year-Long Course

This advanced placement course provides the students with a review of advanced French grammar.  This course is designed so that students may be eligible to take the AP French Language exam at the end of the year.  It is a college level course that develops mastery in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Newspapers, audio-magazines, and video magazines from France as well as literary pieces enhance the student’s appreciation of the language, literature, and culture.  This course requires at least one hour of class preparation outside of the school day.

Latin
Latin I

Pre-requisite:  none

Year-Long Course

Students in Latin I are introduced to the language and culture of the Romans through a series of readings, involving fictional and historical characters, that tells a continuous narrative.  Grammar and vocabulary are taught in the context of these readings.  Attention is also given to English, French, and Spanish words derived from Latin, as well as to Latin phrases and abbreviations commonly encountered and used in English.  Finally, students are taught some basic spoken Latin.  The cultural settings for the course are Pompeii, Britain, and Egypt in the first century A.D.  The books used are The Cambridge Latin Course Units 1 and 2.

Latin II

Pre-requisite:  Latin I

Year-Long Course

Reading Latin continues to be emphasized in this course, in which the Cambridge Latin Course (Units 2 and 3) is still used.  The connected readings, which again involve fictional and historical characters and continue the narrative of CLC Units 1 and 2, are set in first century A.D. Roman Britain, and, in the later stages, in Rome itself.  New grammar and vocabulary continue to be taught in the context of these readings.  Attention continues to be given to words derived from Latin and to some spoken Latin.

Latin III or Honors III 

Pre-requisite:  Latin II

Year-Long Course

Latin III continues the presentation of vocabulary and grammar in the context of readings set in the reign of the emperor Domitian, using the Cambridge Latin Course (Units 3 and 4).  In Unit 4 of the CLC, students are introduced to authentic Latin (Martial, Ovid, Catullus).  Students in the honors section of Latin III are given a packet of readings independent of the CLC and are required to submit translations usually once a week, which are graded as quizzes.

Latin IV or Honors IV 

Pre-requisite:  Latin III or Honors III 

Year-Long Course

The first quarter of Latin IV is devoted to finishing work in the Cambridge Latin Course Unit 4, with additional readings in Horace, Martial, and Ovid if time permits.  From the second quarter to the end of the academic year, the course concentrates on the lines from Vergil’s Aeneid Books 1 and 2 that are covered by the AP syllabus.  Lines from Books 1 and 2 that are not read in Latin are read in English translation, and towards the end of the academic year Book 3 is read in translation in toto.  Students are also introduced to the scansion of dactylic hexameter and the poetic and rhetorical figures used in the Aeneid.  To give an occational break from Vergil, students are sometimes given readings in Medieval Latin.  Students in the honors section of Latin IV are given a packet of readings and are required to submit translations usually once a week, which are graded as tests.

AP Latin V 

Pre-requisite:  Latin IV or Honors IV 

Year-Long Course

This course completes the Advanced Placement Vergil syllabus.  Parts of Books 4, 6, 10, and 12 of the Aeneid are read in Latin, and the rest in translation, such that by the end of the academic year the entire Aeneid will have been read.  The final days of class are devoted to preparing for the AP exam through practice questions and tests.  Continued practice is given in the scansion of dactylic hexameter and the poetic and rhetorical figures used in the Aeneid.

Spanish

Spanish I

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

Spanish I is designed to serve the needs of students new to St. Martin’s who have had no previous background in Spanish, of students who need remedial work in Spanish from grades seven or eight at St. Martin’s, and of students who wish to switch to Spanish from another language.  It is an introductory course designed to get students using Spanish quickly. The program is student-centered with emphasis on the four language skills; Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The approach used provides comprehensible language input including words, dialogues, narration, visuals, audio and video. There are culminating theme-based activities so that students may apply what they have learned. Students will do culturally- based reading, performance-based speaking or writing tasks, cultural activities, and they will view a mystery video series; ¿Eres tú, María?

Spanish II

Pre-requisite: Spanish I

Year-Long Course

 

Spanish II is an intermediate course for students who have successfully completed the second year of Spanish in St. Martin’s Middle School, Spanish I or its equivalent. Development of the four language skills listening, speaking, reading and writing is emphasized through a combination of audio-lingual, reading, and writing exercises. This class uses a variety of projects using the grammar, vocabulary and culture that are appropriate to this level. 

  

Spanish III or Honors III 

Pre-requisite: Spanish II

Year-Long Course

 

Spanish III and III Honors are intermediate courses for students who have successfully completed Spanish II. This course introduces and uses more subtle and sophisticated points of Spanish grammar. This class elaborates on and fine tunes the students’ speaking, writing, listening and reading abilities through daily practice of activities, projects and cultural assignments. 

Spanish IV or Honors IV 
Pre-requisite: Spanish III or Honors III 

Year-Long Course

Spanish IV is a continuation of Spanish III. The program is student-centered with emphasis on the four language skills; Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The approach used is based on the natural progression from verbal use of the language to the ability to read and write in Spanish. A critical literary study of representative selections from Spanish and Latin American literature occupies a major portion of the course.   Social, political, and cultural literary works are discussed. The study of culture is an integral part of learning a new language. Therefore, students will also study about the countries where Spanish is spoken as the principal language and Hispanic cultures in the United States. 

AP Spanish V 

Pre-requisite: Spanish IV or Honors IV 

Year-Long Course

The Advanced Placement Spanish Language program is designed especially for students who desire to obtain college or university credit while still in high school.  The course treats grammatical points meriting attention and review because they are common structures that must be mastered.  It also continues the development of the four basic language skills with emphasis on analysis and style of expression.  Approximately half the class time is devoted to discussion of the writers and their works with remaining time devoted to the development of clarity and style in writing and speaking.  By the end of the course the students are expected to be able to read an abridged text with fluency and to write a critical analysis of prose with a minimum of errors.  This course requires at least one hour of class preparation outside of the school day.

Chinese Studies (Grades 10 – 12)

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

This elective course is designed to develop basic communication skills for beginners with little or no background in the Mandarin language. It attempts to provide all four skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) in communication context with more emphasis on listening and speaking at the present stage. The students are expected to learn the basics of the pronunciation system, character writing system, vocabulary, and basic grammar and sentence structures. In addition to learning basic Mandarin Chinese, a series of special presentations that focus on history and culture activities will be geared to the Mandarin language.
Mathematics

Algebra I

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

Algebra I emphasizes the basic properties of the real number system and applications to solving problems that can be analyzed algebraically. Students solve various problems including those dealing with mixtures, uniform motion, percent, age, money, consecutive integers and angle relationships. The course begins with operations of real numbers and solving equations and inequalities. Other areas include polynomials and their factors, rational expressions, radicals, and quadratics.

Algebra II

Pre-requisite: Algebra I

Year Long Course

Algebra II begins with a review of the properties of the real-number system and includes linear functions and relations, linear equalities and inequalities, polynomials and rational expressions, radicals, complex number systems, polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions and conic sections.

Honors Algebra II 

Pre-requisite: Algebra I and departmental recommendation 

Year-Long Course

Explores the concepts of Algebra II in greater depth.
Geometry

Pre-requisite: Algebra I & II

Year-Long Course

Geometry balances theory and applications, with an introduction to formal proof followed by lessons on deductive and inductive reasoning. Concepts of space geometry are integrated with plane geometry. Algebraic skills are reviewed and strengthened through application to solving problems in geometry. Students explore trigonometry, solid geometry and coordinate geometry. Geometer Sketchpad is integrated into this course to reinforce concepts.

Honors Geometry 

Pre-requisite: Algebra I & II and departmental recommendation 

Year-Long Course

Honors Geometry covers the course material in greater depth and integrates a substantial amount of advanced algebra.

Advanced Math I -Trigonometry

Pre-requisite: Geometry and Algebra II  

Year-Long Course

Trigonometry covers that topic and then moves on to some topics of functional analysis as well as other topics that might be part of a first year college course.  This course is designed for seniors who want to take a mathematics course a bit less challenging than Advanced Math.  Normally, students who have had Advanced Math are not allowed into this course because the topics overlap and the level of Trigonometry is a bit below that of Advanced Math II.

Advanced Math II or Honors II– Pre Calculus

Pre-requisite: Geometry and Algebra II

Year-Long Course

Advanced Math is our precalculus course.  It covers functional analysis, series, matrix methods, among other topics.  A junior or senior student who has successfully completed Geometry and Algebra II should be able to handle this course.

Calculus

Pre-requisite: Advanced Math

Year-Long Course

Calculus covers most topics of the AB Advanced Placement curriculum but is not designed to prepare students for the AP examination.  The pace of instruction and testing procedures make the course suitable for almost all students who have had Advanced Math.

AP Calculus

Pre-requisite: Advanced Math & departmental recommendation 

Year-Long Course

AP Calculus has expanded in scope to cover all topics of the BC AP Calculus curriculum.  This will be a relatively fast(paced course designed to prepare students for both AB and BC advanced placement examinations (Each student may select which AP exam to take). Because of this, the homework assignments will be extensive and significant emphasis will be placed on speed of work as well as content.

AP Statistics (Grades 11 & 12)

Pre-requisite: At least a B (83) in Algebra II, Completed geometry or concurrently enrolled in geometry & departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

AP Statistics is a relatively fast(paced course designed to prepare students for the advanced placement examination.   Because of this, the homework assignments will be extensive and significant emphasis will be placed on test scores in determining quarter averages.  The course will follow the AP curriculum as stated by the College Board.  The topics for AP Statistics are divided into four major themes:  exploratory analysis, planning a study, probability, and statistical inference.  Students will work both individually and in small groups.  They will collect and analyze data and then draw conclusions.  They will be required to express their reasoning both verbally and in writing.  Students should be comfortable using technology, working on projects and labs, and being a contributing problem solving group member. This course is an excellent opportunity for a student who desires to take an AP course, but who may not be interested in and/or strong enough for AP calculus.

Physical Education

(Grades 9-10)

Year-Long Course

In Upper School, the emphasis is centered on lifetime activities and athletics, with the majority of the student body active in one of 19 interscholastic sport teams:

· Baseball

· Basketball (Boys & Girls)

· Cheerleading

· Cross Country (Boys & Girls)

· Football

· Golf (Boys & Girls)

· Soccer (Boys & Girls)

· Softball

· Swimming (Boys & Girls)

· Tennis (Boys & Girls)

· Track & Field (Boys & Girls) 

· Volleyball
Upper School freshmen and sophomores are required to enroll in either a physical education class, a dance class, or take part in interscholastic athletics for 2 full years in order to fulfill the state’s physical education requirement.  The core lifetime physical fitness areas that every Upper School student are exposed to are adult/infant/child CPR, aerobic conditioning, first aid, nutrition/health, swimming, and strength & conditioning.  Water safety and life saving certification are also available.

Religion

Religion (Grades 10 – 12)

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course

The focus for this course will be on the development and interpretation of the Old and New Testaments, with an emphasis on how these shape Judeo-Christian thought over time.  The first semester will address the theology, history, and development of Judaism and Christianity.  Students will also become familiar with the different spiritual traditions that have shaped the prayer and worship of Judaism and Christianity. 

The second semester will focus on the world’s major religions.  The student will become familiar with the theology, practices and histories of the religions that impact a majority of the world’s population.  Students are required to make comparative analyses of different religious traditions, and they will explore the influence of religion upon culture.  

Philosophy 

Pre-requisite: Religion
Semester Course

Philosophy surveys the works and philosophers that have shaped the history of Western thought, with an emphasis on the major schools of philosophy. Fiction and non-fiction texts will be used. Seminar format.

Ethics
Pre-requisite: Religion

Semester Course

Ethics explores the developments in ethical theory and the philosophers behind the various schools of thought.  Moral issues that impact culture and society will be discussed and researched.  
Lifeskills/Service Project (Grades 11 & 12)

Pre-requisite: none

Semester Course 
This course provides an opportunity for students to gain knowledge and insight into career and value decisions, and to further develop skills to deal with the serious challenges that young adults face today, such as teenage suicide, substance abuse and divorce. The Service Project is a significant feature of the Life Skills curriculum and is designed to encourage students to gain awareness of the pluralistic nature of our society. Students are required to volunteer 50 hours to an agency working directly with individuals in need.

Science
Physics (Grade 9)

Pre-requisite: completed and/or currently enrolled in Algebra I

Year-Long Course
A full year course focused on the study of matter and energy. The purpose of the course is to guide the student to see physics as the rules of the physical world and to teach how the equations of physics reveal the connections in nature. Topics covered include mechanics, sound & light, and some electricity & magnetism.

Honors Physics (Grade 9)

Pre-requisite: department recommendation and/or honors Physical Science

Year-Long Course
Differs from regular physics in that the pace is accelerated and material covered in greater depth. Students are expected to perform at a higher level and demonstrate such on all quizzes, tests, essays and projects. Additional material includes the topic of atomic & nuclear physics. In addition students are required to complete at least one out of classroom project per semester. 

Chemistry (Grade 10)
Pre-requisite:  Physics

Year-Long Course

Chemistry is focused on the structure and properties of matter.  Attention is given to both physical and chemical properties of matter, i.e. characteristics of a sample of matter and descriptions of a sample of matter’s interactions with other types of matter.  Equal emphasis is placed on qualitative and quantitative properties.

Honors Chemistry (Grade 10)
Pre-requisite:  departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course
This course differs from regular Chemistry in that there is a heavier emphasis on quantitative analysis.  Topics are covered with greater depth and greater understanding is expected.  Additional topics are also covered.

Biology (Grade 11)
Pre-requisite: Chemistry
Year-Long Course

Biology is a required course.  Students are expected to have some background in biology from Middle School.  The course includes study of the major aspects of biological science.  We begin with a brief review of chemistry and the major molecules of life.  Structure and function, reproduction, photosynthesis and respiration at the cellular level are studied in the first quarter.  Genetics and DNA technology as well as human genetics are part of the second quarter.  The origin of life and evolution of life are included in second quarter.  Ecology is a major unit in the course including a discussion of the major problems in South Louisiana.  An overview of viruses, bacteria, fungi, plants and animals is accomplished in the second semester.  Most of the latter part of the year is devoted to studying human systems.

Honors Biology (Grade 11)
Pre-requisite: Physics, Chemistry & departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

Honors biology is taught at an accelerated level.  The same content as biology is covered but the students are expected to accomplish more on quizzes, tests and essays.  Expectations are that they will excel.  Staying in honors courses requires that they do excel

AP Biology (Grades 11 – 12)
Pre-requisite: departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

AP Biology covers basic biochemistry including the details of respiration, photosynthesis, mitosis and meiosis.  Genetics and evolution including molecular genetics are covered in the second quarter.  The diversity of organisms is briefly studied and physiology of the human system is a major part of the latter part of the course.  Ecology is studied at the end of the course.  There is an application process for the course.

AP Chemistry (Grades 11-12)
Pre-requisite: Honors Chemistry & departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

This course is designed as the second year of high school Chemistry and the first semester of college Chemistry.  AP Chemistry consists of regular classroom lecture and night lab meetings.  These labs usually take place on Mondays from 6:00pm to 9:00pm and are required.  There will be three labs scheduled per academic quarter.
Admission into AP Chemistry requires an application process.  Applicants must have completed Honors Chemistry.  Students must show overall academic excellence, especially in math and science and must not have a history of disciplinary action.  Acceptance into AP Chemistry is at the discretion of the AP Chemistry teacher, the head of the Science department, and the head of the Upper School.

Honors Junior/Senior Physics (Grades 11-12)

Pre-requisite: Physics, Chemistry, Biology & departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course

The honors physics course is intended for those whose interests and previous science and mathematics grades indicate a strong aptitude for science. It is algebra based, but does use some calculus-related concepts for theoretical development. Honors physics cover mechanics, waves, sound and electricity, and incorporates a significant lab component.

Biomedical Studies (Grades 11-12)

Prerequisites: Physics, Chemistry, Biology

Semester Course
Biochemical Studies explores the underlying causes of common diseases. Genetic, biochemical, and immunological mechanisms of disease formation will be discussed. Particular emphasis will be placed on cancer and infectious diseases as well as metabolic, autoimmune, and neurological disorders.

Forensic Science (Grades 11-12)

Prerequisites: Physics, Chemistry, Biology

Semester Course
Forensic Science is a multifaceted introduction to the methods of science as applied to the criminal justice system. Topics of discussion will include an overview of forensic science and investigation; patterns and impressions (fingerprints, documents, and firearms); forensic biology (pathology, anthropology, odontology, entomology, blood, DNA typing, and hairs); forensic chemistry (illicit drugs, toxicology, fibers, glass, fires); and legal aspects. Demonstrations and hands-on laboratory activities will be incorporated into class discussions.

Environmental Science (Grades 11-12)
Year-Long Course

Environmental science is an introduction into the diversity of life and how living things interact with their environment. Topics will include: biomes, ecosystems, energy, natural resources, endangered species, pollution, populations and conservation. Students will look at a variety of environmental viewpoints through readings and discussions.  Louisiana environment and wetlands conservation will be incorporated in the lessons covered. Pressing environmental issues will be discussed as students reach their own informed decisions.  The goal of the class is to enlighten and inform the students of environmental issues as well as sharpen their critical thinking skills through graphical and statistical analysis.

 Social Studies

World History (Grade 9)

Pre-requisite: none

Year-Long Course
The World History course is an explanation of human civilization with a view to intensive study of how societies establish and modify their political, social and economic infrastructures.  This emphasis prepares students for the more detailed examination of these mechanisms which will follow in Civics, U.S. History and social studies electives.  The mutual contributions, stresses and conflicts of western and non-western cultures will be explored through consideration of primary and secondary sources, art, literature, science, philosophy and politics.  Current events will be incorporated into the course as appropriate in order to identify elements of continuity and change between the past and present in the civilization studied. Critical thinking, writing and research documentation skills are honed in the second semester research paper.

Civics (Grade 10)

Pre-requisite: World History

Year-Long Course
This course provides students with an understanding and appreciation of American government by studying democratic principles, the Constitution, the concept of federalism, the judicial system, the legislative process, the executive branch of government, America's two-party system, the electoral college, and comparative governmental and economic systems (capitalism, socialism, communism, etc.).  The student becomes exposed to a variety of related social, political, and economic issues and relates current affairs to the abstract political and economic concepts they are learning.  The Civics curriculum is designed to help students make a more informed and intelligent assessment of their role as American citizens.

Civics Honors (10th Grade)

Pre-requisite: World History & departmental recommendation 
Year-Long Course

The honors course is offered to outstanding students invited into the course upon recommendation by members of the Social Studies Department.  The course is a survey of events and concepts related to American government, placed in historical context.  Particular attention is given to the creation and evolution of the United States Constitution, with emphasis upon the Bill of Rights and the issue of federalism.  Honors students are expected to delve more deeply into conceptual issues and to understand more complex causal explanations and historical connections; they are also required to undertake and satisfactorily complete an honors project, dealing with a constitutional model based upon a hypothetical nation-state.

U.S. History (11th Grade)

Pre-requisite: Civics or Honors Civics

Year-Long Course
The U.S. History course is a survey of events from colonization in the 17th and 18th centuries to the late 1980's.  Political and social developments are emphasized.  Religious and intellectual movements are placed in the larger historical context.  Attention is given to the changing roles of women and to the treatment of minority groups in the nation’s evolution.  Involvement with other nations is treated in increasing detail as the United States assumes a more prominent role in international affairs early in the 20th century.

U.S. History Advanced Placement (11th Grade)

Pre-requisite: Civics or Honors Civics & departmental recommendation
Year-Long Course
The Advanced Placement course in U.S. History is designed to provide outstanding students invited into the course with an in-depth understanding of the nation’s development and prepares them for the AP American History Exam.  In two semesters the course extends from early exploration to the Reagan presidency.  Attention is given to both internal growth and external diplomacy.  Minority groups in American society are placed within the framework of national development.  AP students also review major controversies in the writings of American historians. 

Economics (Grades 11-12)

Pre-requisite: World History and Civics or Honors Civics

Year-Long Course
This course concentrates on macroeconomic concepts and also introduces students to issues regarding personal finance, including their financial responsibility as adults. It is designed to prepare students for analysis and application of advanced economic concepts, with Internet access to web sites that facilitate interactive graphing and problem solving. Students have the opportunity to discuss current events, enhance critical-thinking skills, and engage in cooperative-learning endeavors. 

AP Economics (Grades 11-12)

Pre-requisite: Grades of B+ or higher in Geometry and English II, minimum overall

GPA of 3.667
Year-Long Course
This elective course designed for 11th and 12th graders prepares students for the AP Macroeconomics and AP Microeconomics exams.  In the first semester, students will learn about the measurements of economic performance, national income and price determination, aggregate supply and demand, international trade, fiscal and monetary policy.  In the second semester, we will examine the ways in which individuals, firms and governments make economic decisions and how those decisions are made in the product and resource markets.
Students apply economics principles to analyze both real and hypothetical decisions.  Students must be able to illustrate their understanding in written, oral and  graphical form.  

AP European History (Grades 11-12)

Pre-requisite: Grades of B+ or higher in Civics, Honors Civics, and previous English courses, minimum overall GPA of 3.667
Year-Long Course
The objective of the AP European History course is threefold; to increase students' knowledge of European History, to train them in the scholarly skills needed to succeed in college-level courses, and to help students succeed on the AP European History Exam.
The scope of this exploration will cover from the Late Middle Ages to the present, considering intellectual-cultural, political-diplomatic and social economic themes of European history.  Students will use primary and secondary sources, maps, statistical tables, works of art and literature and pictorial and graphic evidence to develop a cohesive picture of each era and to place literature, art and events into accurate historical context. "Movie Nights" feature analysis of historical film, and extra review sessions will precede the May administration of the College Board AP European History exam.

**Beginning in 2010-2011, Modern Middle Eastern Studies will be offered every other year.  It will not be available again until 2011-2012.  
Modern Middle Eastern Studies (Grades 11-12)


Pre-requisite: World History and Civics or Honors Civics

Year-Long Course
This year-long course allows 11th and 12th grade students to master the key developmental experiences of Modern Middle Eastern countries (Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Israel and Egypt) as well as the impact of interaction between these countries and the West from 1790 to the current day.  Additionally, students will speak and write analytically about key streams of Modern Middle Eastern thought (Shi'a, Sunni, Wahhabism, Sufism, Zionism, Arab Unity, Islamism, secularism, etc.). Emphasis is placed on the synthesis of viewpoints of various actors and writers (both Middle Eastern and Western) in decision making during the historical background period and the current period of Middle Eastern experience. Students will analyze both fictional and non-fictional (documentary) film accounts of the Middle East, and debate topical Middle Eastern issues.
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