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	ANNOUNCES the SCHOOL-WIDE COMMUNITY “SUMMER 2009” READING SELECTIONS  Upper School Students entering grades 9th – 12th, along with their Teachers and the STM Staff, will be reading Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.  

“Three Cups of Tea is the true story of one of the most extraordinary humanitarian missions of our time. In 1993, a young American mountain climber named Greg Mortenson stumbled into a tiny village high in Pakistan’s beautiful and desperately poor Karakoram Himalaya region. Ill, exhausted, and depressed after a failed attempt to scale the summit of K2, Mortenson regained his strength and his will to live thanks to the generosity of the people of the village of Korphe. Before he left, Mortenson made a vow that would profoundly change both the villagers’ lives and his own—that he would return and build them a school.”
Middle School Students entering grades 6th – 8th and their teachers will be reading the Young Adult Version of Three Cups of Tea - One Man’s Journey to Change the World, One Child At A Time by Greg Mortenson & David Oliver Relin.
“This young-reader’s edition of the eponymous New York Times best-seller for adults presents an abbreviated, simplified account of Mortenson’s life-saving mountain rescue by Pakistani villagers that inspired his life’s work: building schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Most significant in this version is the emphasis on young people, evident in new photographs of youth and in the extended interview with Mortenson’s 12-year-old daughter, Amira, who describes her overseas experiences with her parents, and then waiting at home while her father travels the world. Amira’s substantive answers show her direct involvement with her father’s work: “I got my dad to start a lunch program in some of the schools.” And they also reveal the deep, personal impact of global tensions on the family: “My dad’s a peacemaker, and some people hate him or are jealous. He has been threatened to be killed.” With all the recent buzz about Mortenson’s story, this accessible title is sure to draw attention.”
 Lower School Students entering grades PK – 5th and their teachers, upon their return to school in the fall, will be reading Listen to the Wind by Greg Mortenson (Author), Susan Roth (Illustrator).  
[image: image1.png][image: image2.wmf]“Best-selling author Mortenson told his remarkable story in the adult book Three Cups of Tea (2006).  Here Mortenson and Roth retell his remarkable story through the eyes of Pakistani children. After being rescued and nursed to health by the villagers, Mortenson wonders what he can do to thank them. Advised by a wise elder to “listen to the wind,” Mortenson becomes aware of children’s voices, children he has helped teach during his convalescence, and he decides to build them a school. The steep terrain and remote setting present nearly overwhelming obstacles, but finally, the school is opened with great celebration. The picture-book narrative successfully compresses Mortenson’s story by focusing on the elements most important to children: the stranger’s appearance, the drama of the construction, the happy conclusion. Colorful fabric, cut-paper, and even computer-chip collages portray the dramatic landscape and incredible undertaking. Children will also enjoy an appended scrapbook of photographs, maps, and additional information.”


Selecting a book in different formats was crucial to our goal of addressing the various learning styles of our community.  These titles are offered in hardback, paperback, audio, and electronic versions.  For more information about ordering the books go to http://www.threecupsoftea.com .  Paperback copies of the Upper School title and the Young Adult version for Middle School are also available in the STM Bookstore – 736-9967, or by e-mailing Evan.Bordes@stmsaints.com .  For more information about the books contact the STM librarians- 736-9993.
